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WHAT TO DO ABOUT IT.

What are Americans going to do about this whole

~ituation?

What are we going to do to restrain inordinate ambitions and to
check costly experimentation with unsound theories?

What are we

going to do to obtain government that is wise, trustworthy, efficient
and economical?

Where can we look for government that inspires con-

fidence, that encourages hope and initiative, instead of parasitism;
government that stands for America at its best?

We must look to the

best men we have, regardless of party.
Rome was saved by the cackling of geese, which aroused the
garrison.

Why not America?

Surely we have a sufficient cackling

of geese, official and unofficial, to arouse the sensible majority
of the electorate to the need to save this country.

Our sleeping

garrison consists of Americans of common sense and good will, of
honesty and willingness to work, and of ability.
of which America can be proud.

They are one thing

It is they who must be aroused to

control American policies while their minds and spirits are still
uncorrupted by the current low materialism and unsound ideas.

This

is the great class of useful and worthy people in every walk of life
or occupation for whose benefit, primarily, the country should be run,
and by whom it should be run.
C!

A vi•e of good Americans has been to take legislation and
Government measures "lying down°; to leave government to self-seeking
politicians, played upon by clamorous organized minorities.
who form the back-bone of the nation are unorganized.

Those

They are the

.
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forgotten men".

Here and there one of them raises his voice in

protest, ,but it is drowned out in the confused roar of propaganda and
selfish or foolish agitation.
11

These men may be labeled

Republican"; but the label is meaningless.

South, East and West.

11

Domocrat 11 or

They are in the North,

They have no party to express and impose their

views and desires.
The time has come when Americans should ask themselves whether
they are no longer capable of local and national self government;
whether they wish to surrender their freedom and initiative in return for regimentation and a very meagre and unreal "social security 11 ;
whether they want socialism or communism or facism, or whether they
are still worthy of democratic institutions and able to solve their
problems in the American way under their Constitution.

That may be

the hard way; but it is, in the long run, the safe way.
If America is still America, these questions can be answered in
only one way.

I think we all know that there is still a heavy major-

ity of genuine Americans, of authentic American characteristics and
opinions.

Although now largely uninformed or inarticulate or de-

ceived, or led astray, for a time, by material favors, they are
.f<Y,,t1

ready to rise in response to

J

h-O~t

leadership and to put their

1

country on the path of wise and sound progress.
Being "Liberal", or "Progressive 11 , or "Conservative" scarcely
mattePs.

The issue seems to be the American people vs. the present

leadership, with its extravagant ambition, its foreign theories, and
its henchmen and rubber-stamps.
sound liberals, not

11

radicals 11 •

The bulk of the American people are
Will the sound liberals get together?

All these terms have been nm.ch distorted by misuse.

The term "sound·

liberal" as employed here means one who wishes to see his nation
prosper morally and materially, who is honest, and who brings wisdom,
knowledge, and moderation, as well as zeal, to the pursuit of his
aims; and one who knows the world and human-nature and is not a
11

crank" of any kind.
It has been evident for twenty-five years that the horizontal

lines of cleavage running through both our American

partie~,

and

dividing ultra-conservatives, sound middle ground liberals (normally
most numerous in both), and extreme radicals, have been much more .
real than the line dividing the parties themselves.
may be tolerable, even if absurd, in serene times.

This situation
But it is not

only absurd but tragic in the present crisis, which transcends in
importance the fate of any political party.

The great majority of

Americans who stand between the two extremes of political and social
thought can prevail only if united.

Napoleon was accustomed to de-

feat the armies of the Coalition one by one because they never
wise enough to present a united front to him.

wer~

He met his first check

when some of them had the idea of joining together to oppose him.
When this occured, he showed his appraisal of the mentality of his
opponents by remakring,

11

!

general of the Coalition11 1

should never have believed that of a
Shall the stupidity of disunion in the

face of a united mipority recur here?
For a very large number of voters it is difficult to get excited,
in times like these, about promoting the interests of the Democratic
Party or the Republican Party as such.

It seems like fiddling while

Rome burns.

Republicans everywhere have a rare opportunity to de-

serve and to gain the respect of the whole nation if they have it
in them to put country above party, even to the point of giving up
the party name and the party identity and merging with those likeminded of the other party.

Parties arise to meet emergencies.

Neither of the present nominal parties is in position to meet the
present crisis.

Things have gone too far for the Republicans, as

an opposition party, to stem the tide; and the situation is too
grave for a merely critical and powerless opposition to be of
much real use.

Therefore the real service Republicans can render

is that of uniting with the like-minded Democrats.
On the other hand it is very doubtful whether the genuine
Democrats within the "Democratic Party" can alone check the dangerous courses of the "New Dealers", who function under the same party
label.

How then, if they wish to serve their country, can they

hesitate to merge with like-minded Republicans, under whatever name?
As is perfectly well known, no considerable number of Southerners will vote for the name "Republican".

So long as it is

"Republican" vs. "Democrat", the brains and character of' the South
remain politically stultified; and whoever calls himself "Democrat",
whatever he really is, starts with the vote of the South in his
pocket.

This ' is a great loss to the Nation, especially at a time

when all like-minded Americans should"'stand together.

It simply

plays into the hands of minorities.
A large part of the official Democratic Party is, it is well
known, as appalled and disgusted as anyone with certain trends of
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the current regime.

The stage is set for a vital coalition party

with a real mission.

Both parties have, of course, moved very far

from the original connotations of their names.

What is worth saving

in either of them is quite congenial to what is worth saving in the
other.

New England and the South can now join hands to stand for

authentic Americanism.

It is interesting to recall that the official

name of Jefferson's party became "Democratic-Republican".

This

would seem a name made to order for this situation, were it not
doubtful if the South would stomach the word "Republican", even
thus diluted.
Democratic.

"National Democratic" might do; or "Constitutional ·
The name will be found if the leader appears.

Republicans can take the patriotic course in the first place
by supporting, in primaries, conventions, and elections, whether
national or local, those real democrats who have had the conscience
and courage to oppose the most flagrant outrages of the "New Deal".
They can put principle and country above the curse of party loyalty.
In return they must expect the same of real Democrats.

It is dis-

quieting to see some "Democrats" seeking to reestablish "party
harmony" when they know there is none; seeking to compromise the
destiny of a potentially great people in the name of "party loyalty",
which is often mere prejudice or love of office-holding.
The Nation honors those Senators who defeated court packing.
looks to them to defeat other sinister measuresc
Republicans to support them.

It

It looks to all

It looks to those who defeated court-

packing as the nucleus for Americans who believe in America. to form a
party that really represents America.

For practical pusposes, for the
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seventeen millions who voted against Franklin Roosevelt in the last
election to register as Democrats and so place the leadership of the
dominant party in reliable hands, would seem to afford the surest
and quickest escape from present dangers.

